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Dear Parents,

Ramadan Kareem!

April has been such a busy month for us at The Children’s House
Montessori Kindergarten. Together, we did a lot of learning and
exploring! We are happy to have Yasemin back with us after a long
holiday, and we welcome Layla to the Rainbow Class. 

Our theme for this month was transportation and opposites. The
children learned the modes of transportation (Land, Water, Air, Rail)
and were able to name different types of transportation. They love
activities that include playing with all types of transportation-themed
items including vehicles such as cars, trucks, airplanes, and more. This
topic is part of their everyday lives, such as when they drive or walk to
school, have seen or ridden on a bus, or taken an airplane to go on
vacation. This natural interest in transportation is something they
experience in their lives brought to life by the theme and our classroom.
We learned to recognize vehicles with the sound they make and now
they can easily differentiate between different modes of transportation. 
Understanding the concept of opposites is important as it helps a child
learn how to compare two different things and develop a more concrete
understanding of a specific concept (e.g. hard vs soft). Learning
opposites also improves a child's ability to describe things and it gave
us immense pleasure to see our ‘Rainbow’ and ‘Star’ children mastering
the art.
Our ‘Stars’ have been making a remarkable effort in the language area,
which has resulted in advanced vocabulary, making a great effort in the
phonic sounds and writing skills. Many children were also able to
identify and name the initial sounds of transportation while we
introduced them to the children as a part of the language game. Some
of the children have moved on to three/four letter word building and
reading, while others are making steady progress in solidifying their
phonic knowledge. Our math area has not been short of progress either.
Many of our children’s ability in counting in sequences and number
recognition was reinforced by counting the number of different
transportation. Apart from this, they have been learning to count in
sequences from 1-30 and count backwards from 10-1, on a daily basis.
The concept of addition and subtraction was reinforced to the children.
The Montessori materials always make the learning process even more
interesting. 2020-2021
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Our Rainbow students put in a considerable effort in the language area.
They were writing the names of vehicles and could easily spot opposite
words in a story. We practiced nouns and verbs thoroughly and added
more clarity to the previously learned concepts. They were able to make
three-letter words and can now add appropriate vowels to make a
meaningful word. Some of them can now read sentences and match
them with corresponding pictures. It was liberating to see some of our
masterminds concentrating and reading blue scheme words confidently.
Number line addition and subtraction, and using addition and
subtraction boards empowered our students to emphasize the broad
concepts of addition and subtraction which in turn clarified the base for
multiplication. Few of them are confidently doing numbers and related
equations till 100 and are even showing enthusiasm to broaden their
skills till 1000. Our young mathematicians now can do place values and
skip counting with ease. These concepts are the basis of mental math
which will enable them to a clear understanding of future topics. 
In the Arabic language, our ‘Stars and Rainbows’ have improved greatly
this month. We are now tackling the pronouns of the following shapes:
the triangle, the circle, and the square. Moreover, they have learned the
primary colors; red, yellow, and blue. They have also learned the
following letters (د -أ - ز) and can recite them independently. We enjoyed
singing songs together such as the 'traffic lights, 'if you are happy and
you know it', and the 'Hijri month' song.

PE and Music are the areas that the children enjoyed the most. It is
wonderful to see the children actively enjoying the outdoor activities. We
are now practicing for our annual concert. It is wonderful to see the
children enthusiastic to learn new lyrics, tapping with rhythm, and
singing along with the music.
 
Our theme for next month is professions, and we are looking forward to
another fantastic month full of exploration and discovery. 

We wish you a healthy and safe Ramadan. 
Best wishes,
Kim Ferreira 
Principal                                             
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